
GEORGIA ABSENTEE VOTING FACT SHEET 
 

After your county elections officials verifies your signature on your absentee ballot 
application, you will receive your absentee ballot package in the mail. The absentee ballot 
package you receive will contain:  
 

 Official Absentee Ballot 
 Secrecy Sleeve 
 Absentee Ballot Instructions 
 Return Envelope 

 

Once you receive your absentee ballot package, fill out your ballot according to the 
instructions provided. Then fold the secrecy sleeve around your completed ballot and place 
them both in the return envelope. Seal the return envelope and complete the oath on the 
back by signing your name. 
 

Returning Your Absentee Ballot 
 

There are three ways to return your absentee ballot. No matter which way you choose to 
return your ballot,  
 
 If mailed,  your ballot must be post marked by Election Day and  received by 

your county elections office no later than the Friday after the Election close of 
business. 

 

 Return your ballot to county elections office.  Must be received in election office 
no later than 7:00 p.m. on Election Day. 
 

 Drop it in a secure drop box. Drop boxes close at 7:00 p.m. Election Day. 
 

What Happens Once Your Ballot is Returned? 
 
Once your county elections office receives your absentee ballot, they will first verify that 
your signature on the back of the absentee ballot envelope matches your signature on file 
with your county elections office. Then, your county elections office will accept your 
absentee ballot. Once your absentee ballot has been accepted, you have voted. You will 
not be able to cast another ballot in person.  
 

If you forget to sign the oath on the back of the absentee ballot envelope or if your 
signature does not match your signature on file, then your county elections office will send 
you a notice and opportunity to cure your ballot. You can cure your ballot by completing 
the affidavit swearing that it was in fact you who voted the ballot and submitting a copy 
of your photo ID. If you receive a cure notice, but you did not request or complete an 
absentee ballot, alert the Secretary of State’s office immediately. 

 



 
Voting in Person After Requesting an Absentee Ballot 

 
If you requested and received an absentee ballot by mail, you should make every effort 
to vote and return that ballot. However, if a voter has requested an absentee ballot but 
shows up to vote in person, there are procedures to cancel the absentee ballot if the ballot 
has not already been received by the county elections office. Each of these procedures 
takes time for both you and everyone else who is at the precinct so if you requested an 
absentee ballot, you should make every effort to vote that ballot instead of voting in 
person. Absentee ballots that have been requested but not yet received by the county 
elections office can be cancelled, allowing you to vote in person, in the following ways: 
 

 By bringing and turning over the blank, unvoted absentee ballot to the poll manager 
at your polling place; or 
 

 By going to your polling place and requesting in writing that the previously issued 
absentee ballot be cancelled. The poll worker will have to call and confirm with the 
county election office that the absentee ballot has not been returned. This process 
will take time and cause delays for others attempting to vote. If the requested 
absentee ballot has not yet been returned to the county elections office, the county 
elections office will cancel the absentee ballot and you will be allowed to vote in 
person. 
 

 
 
 
 
 


