VISION 2020
Council of Governments meeting for September 22, 2010
	Attending Members

Tom Walmer – Board of Education
Chairman Ned Sanders - County
Fred Graham – Houston Healthcare

Mayor Chuck Shaheen – Warner Robins

Mayor Jimmy Faircloth – Perry

Mayor John Harley – Centerville


	Other attendees continued
Councilman John Williams – Warner Robins

Mikki Quinones – Houston County 911

Ricky Harlowe – Houston County 911

Councilman Paul Shealy – Warner Robins
Councilman Mike Daley – Warner Robins

Jim Elliott – Warner Robins

Councilman Randall Wright – Centerville

Rebecca Tidings – Centerville 

Captain Brenda Parks-Mathern, Warner Robins PD

Gary Lee – Warner Robins

Carla Coley – Health Department
Robert Smith – Middle GA Regional Commission

Tim Andrews – County

Clarence Long – County

Nick Kouloungis – Middle GA Regional Commission

Col. Lee-Ann Perkins – RAFB

Chief Robert Singletary – Warner Robins

Beau Weathers – Warner Robins



	Media

Marlon Walker – Telegraph
Jessica Clark – Houston Home Journal

___________________________________
Other attendees

Mike Beecham – Perry

Lee Gilmour – Perry

Betty Whitlow – League of Humane Voters
Anne Vandalinda – P and ETS, inc.
Robert Sisa – Warner Robins

Walton and Becky Wood

Jacob Cox – County
	


Tom Walmer, Vision 2020 Chairman, opened the September Vision 2020 meeting by welcoming guests, leading the pledge to the flag and requesting a moment of silence from those in attendance.

Before addressing the agenda items, Tom Walmer recognized Captain Ricky Harlowe to make an announcement about the 911 center.  Captain Harlowe advised that the Houston County 911 Center has received national accreditation from CALEA (Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies).  Houston County’s 911 center joins just 42 other agencies nationwide with this type of accreditation.  He advised that a dedication ceremony for this accomplishment will take place on Friday, November 5th at 11 am at Houston Lake Country Club.
Renewal of Business Licenses Based on No Outstanding Personal Property Taxes Due to County or Municipality
Mark Kushinka advised that he is moving forward with a plan for an ordinance for the County that would give him the authorization to suspend business licenses and vehicle registrations in the event of unpaid personal property taxes.  Chairman Sanders requested that Mark work with the tax officials from the three cities and come up with an ordinance that could be incorporated county-wide to increase tax collection results.  Mark advised that he would be open to collecting taxes for the cities in addition to the county to simplify the payment of taxes for residents and businesses.  Chairman Sanders requested Mark return at the November Vision 2020 meeting for an update on the idea. 
Maintenance of Abandoned Property – Alternative Ways to Remedy

Jacob Cox presented this agenda item on behalf of Captain Allen Everidge.  Jacob advised that Captain Everidge was looking for a low-cost way to solve the problem of overgrown yards at foreclosed homes.  Jacob said that the solution being looked at by Captain Everidge would incorporate the use of inmate labor under direct supervision to cut the yards and secure vacant and foreclosed Houses.  Currently, legal council from Centerville, Warner Robins and the County are examining the legality of such an idea.  Fred Graham advised that persons assigned to perform community service hours could also be utilized for such work.  Legal council from Warner Robins, Centerville and Houston County will discuss the idea and present their findings and opinion at the November Vision 2020 meeting.
Update on Jurisdictional Approval of Changes to the Unified Animal Control Ordinance Regarding Restraint of Animals

Jim Elliott, attorney for the City of Warner Robins, advised that language outlawing the restraint of dogs by tying them up will be incorporated into the unified animal control ordinance and approved among the three cities and the county.  He advised that Houston County and Warner Robins had already approved the measure outlawing the tethering of dogs and Perry and Centerville will approve this regulation and change in October at their council meetings.   
Discussion of Establishing and Unifying Code Enforcement Ordinances County-Wide

Tim Andrews, Planning and Zoning Director for Houston County, presented a draft copy of an ordinance that would establish and unify code enforcement laws county-wide.  He advised that the rules would regulate nuisances such as vacated houses, and junk vehicles, debris and overgrown grass and weeds.  Tim advised he will present the draft ordinance to legal counsel for review and return to the November Vision 2020 meeting with an updated ordinance after receiving input from legal counsel.   
Unified Integrated Pest Management Ordinance for Apartment Complexes

Carla Coley, Houston County Environmental Health Manager, gave a presentation to Vision 2020 about the need to establish a county-wide pest management ordinance for commercial multi-family dwellings.  Carla advised that this ordinance would establish the enforceable regulation that each multi-family dwelling in Houston County establish and have a written pest control plan for the entire property with the property owners being responsible for the overall pest control responsibility for the entire property.  Carla advised that in a multi-family dwelling, should an infestation of a highly mobile pest such as a bed bug arise, that the entire building could be affected out of one apartment.  She advised that if the affected apartment was treated, that the bugs would move to other apartments within the building thus spreading the problem.  Carla also said a complex-wide pest control plan enforceable by county ordinance would be the only one of its kind in Georgia and possibly the entire South Eastern United States.  Each member of the Vision 2020 executive committee agreed that the idea of a unified pest management ordinance was a good idea.  Chairman Sanders suggested that the cities and county appoint a person to join with Carla on a committee to help form this ordinance.  It was also suggested that the committee have members to come from the pest control industry and public housing.  Chairman Sanders requested that each city provide Carla with an employee contact to serve on this committee within two weeks.  

Actions for Future Reference
Chairman Sanders advised that the topics of storm water management unified zoning ordinances, unified building code ordinances, and energy efficient products and services were all important county-wide issues that needed to stay on the agenda so they would not be overlooked.  

Open Discussion 
In open discussion, Tom Walmer recognized Walton Wood to address Vision 2020.  Walton spoke about the high rate of speed that vehicles were traveling on Sandefur Road.  Becky Wood spoke about the response she received from Tom Walmer to her questions/concerns about school libraries being open during the summer.
Concerning the unified code enforcement ordinance, Councilman John Williams advised that he would not be in favor of exempting commercial, industrial and undeveloped residential lots from maintaining their grass and ground cover.
Mayor Shaheen questioned how to regulate sagging pants on individuals.  Jim Elliott advised that the only way legally to enforce such an action would be under existing indecent exposure laws, but he said that gets into subjective interpretation concerning indecent exposure.
Tom Walmer advised that the chairmanship of Vision 2020 would change in November to the next voting member in line to assume the duty.
With no further discussion, Tom Walmer advised that the next Vision 2020 meeting would take place on Wednesday, November 17th at 10:30 AM at Centerville City Hall.  
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