VISION 2020
Council of Governments meeting for July 21, 2010
	Attending Members

Tom Walmer – Board of Education
Chairman Ned Sanders - County
Fred Graham – Houston Healthcare

Mayor Chuck Shaheen – Warner Robins

Mayor Jimmy Faircloth – Perry


	Other attendees continued
Commissioner Tom McMichael – Houston County

Councilman John Williams – Warner Robins

Mikki Quinones – Houston County 911

Ricky Harlowe – Houston County 911

Councilman Randall Walker – Perry
Councilman Paul Shealy – Warner Robins
Councilman Mike Daley – Warner Robins

Jim Elliott – Warner Robins

Patrick Eidson – Centerville

Councilman Randall Wright – Centerville

Becky Tidings – Centerville 

Councilman Randall Walker – Perry

Captain Brenda Parks-Mathern, Warner Robins PD

Major John Wagner – Warner Robins PD

Gary Lee – Warner Robins

Carla Coley – Health Department
Laura Mathis – Middle GA Regional Commission

Robert Smith – Middle GA Regional Commission

Heidi Schwingle – RAFB

John Pugh – RAFB

Col. Carl Buhler – RAFB

Col. Jeff Naviaux - RAFB

	Media

Marlon Walker – Telegraph
___________________________________
Other attendees

Mike Beecham – Perry

Lee Gilmour – Perry

Betty Whitlow

Anne Vandalinda

Robert Sisa – Warner Robins

Jessica Bird – Warner Robins

Walton and Becky Wood

Jacob Cox – County
	


Tom Walmer, Vision 2020 Chairman, opened the May Vision 2020 meeting by welcoming guests, leading the pledge to the flag and requesting a moment of silence from those in attendance.

Final Update on Construction, Status and News Concerning the Little League Facilities – Jay Flesher
Jay Flesher advised that the stadium and facilities were 99.9% the way complete with some last minute goings over to make sure everything is good to go.  Jay advised that the girl’s softball tournament will begin on July 29th with players coming in on the 28th.  He advised that over 100 volunteers have already signed up to help with committees and committee chairmen have already been set up.  Jay advised that lighted directional signs will be used to help direct out of town visitors to the complex.  Major John Wagner from the Warner Robins Police Department expressed appreciation to the various public safety departments in Houston County and the GSP for their help in planning for the traffic, crowds and congestion that the Little League championship games will bring.    
Discussion of Changes to the Unified Animal Control Ordinance Regarding Restraint of Animals – Jim Elliott
Jim Elliott, City Attorney for Warner Robins, presented to the Committee an update and correction to language currently found in the Unified Animal Control Ordinance.  The draft language change would make it unlawful to restrain an animal by a tether, chain, ropes, etc.  Captain Parks of the Warner Robins Police Department and Becky Tidings, Attorney for the City of Centerville, both provided additional information and findings in support of the ordinance language change.  After further discussion on the need and reasoning behind making the ordinance language change, Vision 2020 Chairman Tom Walmer asked the voting members if any would like to make a motion to send the language change to each council and the commissioners for review and adoption.  Chairman Sanders made the motion and Mayor Shaheen provided a second to forward the ordinance language change to each council and the commissioners for review, consideration and adoption.  

Action item: Jim Elliott will report back to Vision 2020 at the next meeting the status of the governing bodies’ consideration and action on this ordinance language change.
Carpooling, Bus Transportation and Air Quality on Robins Air Force Base – Colonel Carl Buhler

Mayor Shaheen introduced Colonel Carl Buhler, 78th ABW Commander at Robins Air Force Base to give his presentation.  Colonel Buhler spoke at length about various issues that Robins Air Force Base is facing such as parking, anti-terrorism force protection, traffic control and mass-transit needs and initiatives.  Colonel Buhler also had with him Heidi Schwingle and John Pugh, civilian staff who also spoke on the air quality and non attainment issues and the bus/mass-transit idea being considered to alleviate traffic and parking issues.  
Actions for Future Reference – Chairman Sanders, Houston County
Chairman Sanders addressed the Vision 2020 Committee about the need to continue to have on the agenda topics such as storm water management, unified zoning ordinances and unified building code ordinances.  In addition to these, Chairman Sanders advised that he would bring up at a future Vision 2020 meeting the need to have policies of purchasing and procurement with a focus on energy efficient products and services.
Open Discussion/New Initiatives and Election of New Vision 2020 Chair in November  
In open discussion, Becky Wood brought before the Vision 2020 Committee questions as to why there was a perceived duplication of services between libraries and school media centers.  She presented a picture taken of Mossy Creek Middle School’s announcement sign listing dates and times that the school’s media center would be open.  She questioned if taxpayer money was being spent wisely by having the school’s media center open with staff on hand at the same time libraries in Houston County were also open.  
Chairman Tom Walmer then opened the floor to each voting member of Vision 2020.  Mayor Faircloth had no comments.  Fred Graham of the Hospital Authority welcomed everyone to the Northwest tower and invited everyone to look around the new facility and advised that further renovations of Houston Medical facilities would take place in the future.  Chairman Sanders advised that if individuals had suggestions or ideas for topics that should be brought before Vision 2020 to discuss, to contact Jacob Cox in the Commissioner’s Office to get that idea on a future agenda.  Mayor Shaheen advised that recently a veteran was laid to rest and that many City of Warner Robins employees and others lined the sides of Watson Boulevard to pay respects.  Mayor Shaheen said that meant a lot to him and that whenever another veteran is to be buried that he would like to see the public informed so folks could be on hand to pay their respects.  Tom Walmer, Chairman of the Houston County Board of Education, advised that Veterans High School (VHS) would be opening this fall to students.  At the school’s first football game, a tribute to veterans would take place and he invited all in attendance to attend the first VHS football game.  Tom also said that VHS games would be played on Saturday evenings at the Perry High School stadium.
With no further discussion, Tom Walmer advised that the next Vision 2020 meeting would take place on Wednesday, September 22nd at Warner Robins City Hall at 10:30 AM.  The meeting will take place in the upstairs conference room.
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