VISION 2020
Council of Governments meeting for January 14, 2010
	Attending Members

Tom Walmer – Board of Education
Chairman Ned Sanders - County
Fred Graham – Houston Healthcare

Mayor John Harley – Centerville

Mayor Chuck Shaheen – Warner Robins

Mayor Jimmy Faircloth – Perry


	Other attendees

Chief Jimmy Williams – County

Chief Kevin Noles -  County 

Jacqueline Rengstort – League of Humane Voters

Anne Vandalinda - League of Humane Voters

Betty Whitlow - League of Humane Voters

Carla Coley – Houston County Health Dept.

Lee Gilmour – Perry

Jen Colvin – Little League Baseball (Staff)

Jay Flesher – Program Manager, Little League Baseball

Joe Bishop – Middle Georgia Tech

Chief Jeff Onsted – Warner Robins

Commissioner Tom McMichael – Houston County

Commissioner Gail Robinson – Houston County 

Councilman Tom Simms, Jr. – Warner Robins

Councilman Randall Wright – Centerville 

Patrick Eidson – Centerville 

Councilman John Williams – Warner Robins

Charles (Toby) Hill – Houston County Board of Ed. 

Councilman Joe Posey – Perry

Commissioner Jay Walker – County

Ralph Nix – Middle Georgia Regional Commission 

Jacob Cox – County

	Wesley Reynolds – Houston Home Journal

Marlon Walker - Telegraph

	


Tom Walmer, Vision 2020 Chairman, led the group in a moment of silence and pledge to the United States Flag.  Tom then introduced each newly elected mayor and asked each to make some brief remarks.  Mayor John Harley of Centerville advised that he participated in Vision 2020 meetings before when he was City Manager of Centerville and looked forward to working with the group again.  Mayor Jimmy Faircloth of Perry said he fully supports the work and efforts of Vision 2020 and looked forward to being involved with the group.  Mayor Chuck Shaheen of Warner Robins spoke about the amazing cooperation among the cities and county in Houston County and Vision 2020 being evidence of this.  He also spoke about looking forward to working with Vision 2020.
Update on All Hazards Warning System Installation – Chairman Sanders / Chief Williams
Chairman Sanders gave a quick background of Vision 2020’s involvement in bringing the severe weather alert system project forward and to completion.  He advised the group that the tax collected to fund the severe weather alert system would end on June 30, 2010.  Chairman Sanders thanked the cities of Warner Robins, Perry and Centerville for their cooperation and contribution towards making the alert system a reality.  

Chief Williams advised that in August and September, two of the severe weather alerting methods came on-line.  The first was the partnership with Code Red for phone and text notification of severe weather and the second was for vouchers for a $15.00 decrease off the price of a NOAA weather radio.  The last remaining step before the siren system is complete is the work on four sites to acquire overhead easements with the property owners.  

On the third Saturday of each month at 12:00 pm, the sirens will be tested unless inclement weather is in the area.  A dedication ceremony for the alert system will take place on Friday, January 15th at 4:00 PM at Perdue Elementary school.  Chief Williams also mentioned that Flint Energies has been extremely helpful in working with the project to help keep costs down.  He concluded his presentation by saying that 329 severe weather alert siren vouchers had been mailed out.

Chairman Sanders mentioned that the sirens have audible capabilities in addition to siren capabilities so residents can receive instructions.  He also mentioned that the warning sirens can be targeted to a specific area in the county.  Mayor Shaheen advised that had a similar warning system been in place, that the loss of life in Warner Robins from the 1953 tornado would probably have been much less.

Update on Status of the Board of Education High School Rezoning

 – Tom Walmer
Tom Walmer made remarks about the rezoning process currently underway with the Houston County Board of Education.  He gave a history of the process and the current status of the rezoning.  He advised that a called meeting of the Board of Education was set for Thursday, January 28th at the Board Office for a final discussion of the rezoning.  Tom then recognized Mr. Toby Hill from the Board of Education to speak about the rezoning.  Mr. Hill advised that the goal of the rezoning is to have each school’s enrollment to be around 1,800 students.  He also said that the rezoning eliminates “pockets” of students going to a particular school and uses main roads in the county as the dividing lines.  Tom Walmer advised that the May Vision 2020 meeting could possibly be held at the new Veterans High School and include a tour of the new school after the May Vision 2020 meeting.

Update on Southeastern Little League Construction – Jay Flesher / Jen Colvin
Jay Flesher gave an update on the progress of the Southeastern Little League facility.  He advised that the administration building is in the final stages of completion and that walkthroughs have and will be taking place to finalize the construction.  Jay said that the recent rainfall has been an issue but that help from Warner Robins and the County have been crucial in helping the project stay on track.  Jay advised that the parking lot and most of Snellgrove road will soon be paved.  He also advised that after the Vision 2020 meeting in March that a tour of the Little League facilities could be arranged.  Jay said that vertical construction on the stadium would soon begin.  Jay turned the update over to Jen Colvin with the Little League organization and she gave positive remarks about how well receive the Little League organization has been received and how nice she has personally been embraced by the community.  She mentioned that a meeting called Tournament 101 for Little League volunteers has been set up for Wednesday, January 20th at 6:30 PM at the County Annex.  
Update on the Animal Control Facility – Mayor Chuck Shaheen
Tom Walmer recognized Mayor Chuck Shaheen to give an update on the status of the Warner Robins Animal Control Facility.  Mayor Shaheen advised that the facility will be expanded by 40 more kennels.  A pre-bid meeting for the project will take place on Wednesday, January 20th.  Bids for the project are due by 11:00 AM on Tuesday, February 9th with the chosen bid finalized by Tuesday, February 16th.  Chairman Sanders mentioned that the Warner Robins Animal Control Facility is a continuation of the idea for unified animal control regulations county-wide which was an idea brought out of Vision 2020 discussions.
Discussion of Establishing and Unifying Code Enforcement Ordinances Countywide – Chairman Ned Sanders
Chairman Sanders stated that it is important to discuss and look into unifying county wide code enforcement ordinances for the following: Dilapidated Buildings, Burned Out Buildings, Junk Cars, Overgrown Vacant Lots, Sign Ordinances, Zoning and Building Codes.

Chairman Sanders advised that he will ask the County Attorney to meet with his counterparts at Warner Robins, Centerville and Perry to perform a legal review of the ordinances to see which could be combined.  Fred Graham also mentioned the unification of business license fees and alcohol license fees countywide as well.  Mayor Faircloth of Perry mentioned that Perry has an existing sign ordinance that could be reviewed.  Mayor Shaheen said that the Warner Robins Chamber of Commerce should work to advise its membership about the ordinance regarding signs.  Tom Walmer suggested having code enforcement officers contact the numbers on these signs and getting in touch with the owners to advise them of the sign ordinance and allow them to come pick up their signs rather than discarding them immediately. 
Chairman Sanders further clarified concerning the County Attorney’s help by advising that he would ask him to look for the differences in the ordinances, find out where they can be made uniform and present findings at the March Vision 2020 meeting.  Chairman Sanders also advised that he would request Planning and Zoning Director Tim Andrews meet with his counterparts at Warner Robins, Centerville and Perry to discuss ordinances regarding Dilapidated Buildings, Burned Out Buildings and later Buildings Codes.  Tom Walmer asked Chairman Sanders if he would make this a formal recommendation from Vision 2020 to ask Chairman Sanders to spearhead with staff the ways that code enforcement rules and regulations could be unified county-wide after review and examination by staff members from the four jurisdictions.  Chairman Sanders made the motion, second by Mayor Harley and voted unanimously.
Open Discussion
In open discussion, Patrick Eidson from Centerville briefed the Vision 2020 committee about the Houston County Complete Count Committee for the 2010 Census.  He gave information about the scope and purpose of the committee and gave out dates related to when the census forms will be mailed out (March 15) and when they are due to be completed and mailed back in (April 1).  Patrick also gave out the number to contact for temporary employment by the census (866-861-2010) for the media to have.  

With no further discussion, Tom Walmer reminded the Vision 2020 meeting attendees about the next Vision 2020 meeting which will take place on Wednesday, March 17th at the Houston County Environmental Health Building Boardroom (next to the health department on Cohen Walker Road) and adjourned the meeting.
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